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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTI ON
Prior to nineteen hundred and thirty not a groat deal was done on
the part of the federal government to develop a large scale low cost
housing program, except for certain emergency situations such as a war
or a depression. To some extent the depression of nineteen hundred and
twenty—nine was such an emergency.
Part of the job of the federal government was the conservation or
reconstruction of those communities which had become and were fast becoming
victims of the various processes of disorganization. “When the human
community begins to decline due to a weakening of the economic base
disorganization and social unrest
In Atlanta, Georgia, one of the first cities to receive federal aid
for slum clearance in the form of a low cost housing program, five housing
projects for Negroes have been erected. The first of these was the
University Homes, located in an area adjacent to a large Negro educational
center. It was completed in April, 1937. Approximately three years later
the John Hope Homes were completed in an area adjacent to the University
Homes. These two projects are managed jointly.
The three projects, the John J. Eaga~, the Alonzo F. Herndon, and
the Henry W. Grady with which this study is concerned, were completed
under the auspices of the Housing Authority of the City of Atlanta with
Federal Aid. In April, 1941 the first tenants moved into the Eagan Homes.
In August of the same year the Grady Homes wore opened for occupancy and
‘Robert Park and Ernest Burgess, The City, (Chicago, 1925), p. 24.
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two months later the Herndon Homes were opened for the public to inspect
and approve.1 A comprehensive and beneficial leisure time program to
attract tenant participation is a major part of the entire management
organization of each of these projects.
Purpose of the Study
It is the purpose of this paper to describe the types of programs
and the methods employed to initiate them. Further, the purpose is to
make a comparison of the rsnge and extent of activities in these projects
and to determine the need for further organi~ation and planning. The
programs and activities of these projects as they re:ato to adult working
women will be the main emphasis of this study.
Scope and Limitations
This study is limited to three projects, the John J. Eagan Homes,
the Alonzo F. Herndon Homes, and the Henry W. Grady Homes. Each project
is located in a different section of the city, therefore, some consideration
will be given to the resources and activities in the area in relation to
the activities conducted by the projects. The approach in this study is
confined to women who are working.
Method of Securing Data
A schedule was made which was used in interview:ng a selected group
of working women.
Conferences were held with managers and aides to determine the extent
1Conference with Managers and Aides, Jan. 5th and 6th, 1944.
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of planning from the point of view of those responsible for it.
Reports of managers, aides, and club advisers were studied.
CHAPTER II
SOCI,AL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE WOIV]EN STUDIED
One hundred and fifty women were interviewed for this study. The
analysis of the age distribution, education, marital status and birth
place showed a wide range in each case with the exception of the latter.
The majority of the women studied were born in or near Atlanta, a fact
which may account for the close similarity expressed in the choice of
activities.
Place of Birth
Of the total number of one hundred and fifty, one hundred and thirty—
six women or 90.7 per cent were born in Georgia. Twelve or 8.0 per cent
were born in other states. Fifty or 53.2 per cent were born in Atlanta.
Eighi~y—six or 57.3 per cent were born in other towns in Georgi~. Only eight
of these towns were more than one hundred and fifty miles from Atlanta. Two
or 1.3 per cent of the women did not know where they were born. Table 1
shows the distribution of the women studied by place of birth.
TABLE 1
WOIVIEN CLASSIFIED BY PLACE OF BIRTH











It is generally agreed that the age of an individual will affect
the degree of time, the amount of participation and the types of activities,
recreational or educational. In Table 2 the age distribution is shown.
TABIE 2
AGE DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO PROJECT
Age Range Total Grady Eagan Herndon Percent
150 50 50 50 100.0
18—24 21 6 7 8 14.0
25—29 32 11 13 8 21.3
30—34 28 11 8 9 18.7
35—39 16 6 5 5 10.7
40—44 11 1 5 5 7.3
45—49 15 3 6 6 10.0
50—54 10 4 2 4 6.7
55—59 10 4 2 4 6.7
60andOver 7 4 2 1 4.7
Of the one hundred and fifty women studied, thirty—two or 21.3 per
cent are between the ages of 25—29. Twenty—eight or 18.7 per cent are
betv~een the ages of 30-34, twenty—one or 14.0 per cent are between the
ages of 18—24, sixteen or 10.7 per cent are between the ages of 35—39,
fifteen or 10.0 per cent are between the ages of 45—49, ten or 6.7 per
cent are in the 50—54 group, the same is true of the 55—59 group, eleven
or 7.3 per cent between the ages of 40—44, and seven or 4.7 per cent are
over 60.
The greater proportion of the women studied are under thirty—five.
Marital Status
The housing projects were designed and planned to care for family
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groups of not less than two people. This fact may account for the large
percentage of married women found in the three projects. Table 3 shows
the marital status according to age.
TABLE 3
MARIT.AL STATUS ACCORDING TO AGE
Age Marital Status
Range Total Single Married Separated Divorced Widowed
150 32 63 20 16 19
18—24 21 13 8 — — —
25—29 32 14 15 2 1 —
30—34 28 17 6 5 —
35—39 16 2 8 4 — 2
40—44 11 — 6 1 2 2
45—49 15 1 5 4 1 4
50—54 10 1 3 2 1 3
55—59 10 1 1 1 4 3
6OandOver 7 — — 2 5
Sixty-three or 42.0:per cent of the women are married and living with
their husbands. Of this number twenty of the husbands are in the armed
forces. Thirty—two or 21.3 per cent are single. Twenty or 13.3 per cent
are separated and the nineteen or 12.7 per cent are widowed, sixteen or
10.7 per cent are divorced.
Between t~e ages of 18—24, thirteen of the women are single, eight are
married and none are divorced, separated or widowed. In the 25-29 group
fourteen are single, fifteen are married, two are separated, one is
divorced and none are widowed. Between the ages of 30—34, seventeen of
the women are married, Six are separated, five are divorced and none are
single or widowed. In the 40—44 group, six are married, two are divorced,
and two are widowed, and one is separated, none are single. In the 45-49
age group five are married, four~~~are separated, four are widowed, one is
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single, one is divorbed~ and one is widowed. In the 50—54 group one of
the women is divorced, three are married and two are single, one is
separated, one is single and three are married. In the 55—59 group four
are divorced, three are widowed and one is single, one is married and one
is separated. In the over sixty group two are divorced and two are widowed.
The largest number of cases of divorce and separation occur among
those women over forty.
Education
The educational opportunities of an individual afford a good deal
of exposure to the various types of recreational activities. These earlier
experiences determine in a.large degree’. the leisure time activities of
people in later life.1
TABLE 4
EDUCATIONAL STATUS ACCORDING TO AGE
Educational Age Grouping
Status Total 18—24 25—29 30—34 35—39 40—44 45—49 50—54 55-59 Over 60
150 21 32 28 16 11 15 10 10 7
Elern, School 66 3 4 8 10 8 14 5 8 6
High School 75 16 23 20. 5 3 1 4 2 1
College 9 2 5 — 1 — — 1 — —
Approximately half, seventy-four or 49.3 per cent of the women have
been to high school, Of this seventy—four, forty—six or 36.7 per cent
graduated. Sixty—seven or 44.7 per cent gave elementary school as their
education, thirty-two of this number finished the sixth grade. Nine or
1L. P. Jaks, Education Through Recreation, (New York & London, 1932),
p. 94.
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6.0 per cent have been to college. Four graduated. Other than high
school additional education has been sought by a few who felt that they
needed further training as preparation for jobs demanding specialized
training. In this group there were nine. Two went to business school.
One of these is a high school graduate, the other is a college graduate..
One took a course in beauty culture, another is a registered nurse, three
are attending night school to finish their high school work and one is
a graduate of a college of mortuary science. Another holds a certificate
from an opportunity school, where she specialized in cooking.
Summary.——The social characteristics of the women show that (i) eighty—
one of the women are under thirty—five, (2) one hundred and thirty-eight or
92.0 per cent of the women were born in Georgia, (3) seventy—four or
49.3 per cent of the women have had some high school training while forty
six or 36.7 per cent are high school graduates, (4) nine of the women have
had training beyond high school, (5) sixty-three or 42.0 per cent of the
women are married and living with their husbands; twenty of these husbands
are in the armed forces, (6) thirty—two or 21.3 per cent of the women are
single, twenty are separated and nineteen are widowed, sixteen are
divorced.
CHAPTER III
AVAILABLE LEISURE TIME ACTIVITIES IN THE THREE PROJECTS
The philosophy underlying our community activities program
was that of resident initiation. It is our belief that to
meet, socialize and to exchange ideas are necessary adjuncts
to a well—rounded abundant life for the individual and a
foundation for a progressive community. Further, the programs
are organized from the point of view of a~ailability for
residents rather than one of complete participation by all
residents.1
This statement characterizes the general trend toward leisure time
program planning in each of the projects.
The specific features of the three programs are basically the same.
Home Making Clubs, Mothers’ Clubs, Canning Clubs, cooperative buying and
gardening clubs, Tenant~ Association and since the war emergency,
Civilian Defense, Red Cross and Service Clubs are found in each project.
No specific program has been initiated for adult working women as
such in any of the projects, however, participation of working women is
encouraged in all the existing programs.
Educational Activities
Tenant~’ Association.—-The Tenant~’ Association is the crux of the
organizational procedures and is classified as such by those responsible
for initiating leisure time activities as an educational activity, yet
many of the tenants interviewed consider it as a form of recreation.
The Tenant~ Association is composed of every adult resident. Since
it has basically the same organization in each project no attempt will be
made to distinguish one association from the other.




In the Grady Homes there are 616 families, in the Eagan Homes there
are 548 families and in the Herndon Homes there are 520 families. In
each project the families are divided into blocks. These blocks serve
to eliminate the confusion and ineffectiveness caused by large groups.
The blocks in turn elect representatives to form what is known as a
Tenants’ Council which is the real organization of responsibility.
Block meetings are held once a month. At this time suggestions and
problems are discussed-and given to the block representative to take to
the Tenantst Council.
The Councils meet twice a monthand are organized in two instances
after the pattern of the Cabinet of the President of the United States.
There are secretaries of state, treasury, war and navy, justice, post
°ffioe, interior, agriculture, commerce and labor in addition to a
chaplain in the Herndon Homes. The offices were so designed, according
to one management aide, in an effort to stimulate active understanding
in the affairs of the National Government.
In the Eagan Homes organization the cabinet is the same with an
additional secretary of juvenile organizations, a post master general
and the editor of the paper. There are also a senate and a house of
representatives which serve as advisory bodies to the cabinet. The
senate is made up of one representative of every six buildings in each
block and the house of one representative from each building in the block.
It is the feeling of the management in this project that the block
Councils are not serving the purpose for which they were created due to
the fact that there tends to be a good deal of dissension created by
block loyalty. They are still functioning, however, until a better plan
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can be dôvised. Other managers do not feel this situation as keenly, but
it is the concensus of opinion among the managers that some other plan
would serve more effectively.
The organization and function of the associations can be summarized
by the following statement.
The Tenants’ Association is organized on a block basis. Each
of the five blocks is organized with its officers and holds
regular monthly meetings. Five representatives from each block
were elected by popular vote to form a smaller executive organization
known as the Tenants’ Council. The presidents of each blocks are
also ex—offioio members of the Council. The Council undertakes
administrative and elective duties of a larger body known as the
Tenants’ Association. The Association convenes only at such times
when a special problem presents itself.1
See appendix page 50 for chart showing the organization of the
tenants in the three projects.
Other Educational Activities
Herndon.-—Further educational leisure time activities in the Herndon
Homes are a Bible class which meets once a week in the homes of the twenty
members and a canning class which meets during the summer months to give
the tenants an opportunity to learn scientific, economical and moddrn ways
of canning. While an accurate attendance record was not kept, it was felt
by the management that the classes were well attended.
Very recently a course in home nursing was started with a small
enrollment which is gradually increasing. It is the opinion of the
management that the tenants’ lack of cooperation, together with a lack
of leadership in such ventures is the cause for a dearth of educational
activities. 2
a-Conference — Mrs. J. Washington, Management Aide, Alonzo F. Herndon
Homes, Jan. 5, 1944.
2lbid., Dec. 16, 1943.
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Eagan.——In the Eagan Homes a service group was organized to educate
the tenants concerning the advantages of buying war stamps and bonds.
This group performs both an educational and service function which according
to the management has proved indispensable.
Two attempts have been made to :start.’oooperative thterprises.: :One is a
cooperative gardening club which is composed of twelve families who
bought fertilizer, seed and other commodities cooperatively. The club
has not extended to such a range in activity or membership as to prove
its effectiveness on a large scale basis. The other cooperative enterprise
was a cooperative buying club, organized in the summer seasons for the
purchase of fruits and vegetables for canning. The increasing scarcity
of food commodities caused this organization to change into a cooperative
saving club which is now composed of twenty—two women and one man.
Grady.——The educational leisure time activities available in the
Grady Homes are few. There is a feeling of lack of cooperation on the
part of the tenants. Red Cross activities, such as home nursing courses,
bandage rolling and knitting, a canning club and Civilian Defense activities
such as war bond and stamp clubs, and air raid wardens comprise the main
part of the educational program. With the exception of the canning club
attendance has been very spasmodic for each of these activities.
Each project sponsors a monthly publication which is the official
house organ in the form of a small sized newspaper. The staff of the
paper is composed of the tenants. These papers serve as a means of
drawing the tenants closer together. They furnish news of tenants’ social
and educational activities, household hints and editorials from the
managers. in some instances they carry notices of the general community
activities in which the tenants participate.
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Various club groups sponsor activities of an educational nature
which are in some instances quite successful. No records were available
as to the specific enterprises and their outcome.’
Recreational Activities
Recreational activities in the projects were formerly maintained
for the most part by W. P. I~. workers. With the suspension of this program
a slight delay in further recreational activities was inevitable. ~At the
present time, however, full time recreational workers are employed at the
Eagan and Herndon Homes and a part time worker at the Grady. In this
phase of program planning there is also the problem of the lack of
cooperation. Therefore, while small children and teen—age boys and girls
make full usc of the facility, the adults do not take advantage of the
facility.
Herndon.——The Herndon Homes recreational program at the tiiue of this
writing is in its infancy and therefore not ready to be used in a study
of this type.
Eagan.——At the Eagan Homes the recreational aspects of the program
are confined to various club groups. The recreation person is available
and is used by the adult groups only in the capacity of a supervisor or
overseer.
The Mothers’ Club which is composed of approximately sixty—eight
members has used the recreational facilities of the Drojeot for dramatics
and handicraft. There is located in the recreation hall a small stage
1Conferenoes with Mesdames J. Washington, Nell Ward, and Winifred
Jones, Jan. 5, 6, 1944.
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which may be u:sed for small dramatic productions. The room is too low
to provide ample space for active games such as badri~nton, basketball
and volley ball. Equipment for such games is available but can be used
only out of doors. Thus it lies idle all winter.
Grady.——The recreational hail at Grady Homes i~ large, airy and
adaptable to all types of activities. It has been used for several
dramatic productions, but again full use is not made of the few facilities
offered. The part time recreation worker is unable to extend his services
to both children. and adults unless he is insured of full cooperation.
Therefore, again the available recreational facilities a’e used for children
but not adults.
There is a definite lack of resources in the three projects as far as
recreational facilities for adults can be ascertained. There are, however,
several reasons which may justify this lack. Firsts W. P. A. leadership
was untrained, there was no definite program set as:de for adult
participation and therefore it was not easy to invite adult members to
participate in ping pong, etc. that had been associated with “kids”.
Secondly, the tenants showed a lack of interest due to previous contacts
that offered them the recreational outlet needed.1 Third, the trained
recreatior.people have not had the time as yet to ~et the organi~ations
of their work into a well—rounded educational program. It is hoped that
this study will provide a skeleton basis for further work along this line.
Summary.-..Staff, equipment and facilities are available for adult use
in every project, but lack of participation and interest has tended to
hinder the development of both educational and recreational programs.
1Conferences with Mesdames ~J-. Washington and Nell Ward, Management
Aides, Herndon and Eagan Homes, Jan. 5, 6, 1944.
CHAPTER IV
THE EFFECTS OF OCCUPATION ON THE WOMEN’S LEISURE TIME
The oö~upat ions of the one hundred and fifty women showed a very
definite effect on the leisure time activities from the point of view of
the money spent in recreational activities, the time, and extent of
participation. “The kind of work a person does will have its influence
on the kind of pleasure he seek~ when work is done.”1
Types of Occupations
The women interviewed are engaged in seventeen different types of
work. They are cooks, maids, elevator operators, si:.k finishers,
pressers, tailors, seamstresses, teachers, insurance agents, nurses,
secretaries, waitresses, pantry girls~, embalmers, drill press operators,
power machine operators, and midwives. These occupations can be grouped
into six-classes, professional; proprietors, managers, and officials;
clerks and kindred workers; skilled workers; laborers; and servants.2
Four or 2.7 per cent of the women are in professional jobs. The
salary range is from $18.50 to $35.00 a week. Four or 2.7 per cent of
the women are in jobs as clerks or kindred workers with a salary range of
$12.00 to $20.00 per week. One or .6 per cent is in the proprietor,
manager, and official class, the salary range was not obtained. Fourteen
or 9.3 per cent of the women are in the skilled class with a salary range
of $20.00 to $40.00 a week. Four or 2.7 per cent are in the laborers
1L. P. Jacks, Education Through Recreation, (New York and London,
p. 19.
2Dean Dutcher, The Negro in Modern Industrial Society, (Lancaster,
Pa., 1930), pp. 124—28.
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class with a salary range of $10.00 to $30.00 a week. One hundred and
twenty—three or 82.0 per cent are in servant jobs with a salary range of
$5.00 to $15.00 a week.
Because their incomes and their husbands’ incomes exceed the maximum
allowed for continued occupancy some of the women are not now eligible for
living quarters according to project standards, but due to the shortage
of housing caused by the war emergency they are permitted to remain on
the condition that they will move as soon as it is possible to find












Of the one hundred and twenty-three women. in unskilled jobs it was
found that eighty or 53.3 per cent, which is over half, were in domestic
and personal service jobs. The number of Negroes employed in domestic
and personal service jobs in the South has been ascertained as early as
1890 and before. The advent of World War I and the subsequent emigration
of Negroes to the North and East tended to decrease this number to a large
~xtent. After the World War the Negro was forced to return to
a-Conference with Mrs. Nell Ward, Management Aide, John J. Eagan Homes,
Jan. 6, 1944.
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agriculture and domestic service because of the competition he met in all
industry, save the lowest form.1
Time and Money Available for Recreation
Four hours’ work a day and twenty hours idle, which high
authorities are now predicting sounds rather attractive; but
nature is against it; biology forbids it; the laws of the
universe say flatly L~it cannot be”. Rest and refreshment have
indeed to be provided for; but not on that scale for either
rich or poor. The evils of enforced labor—the labor of slaves,
we all know. But the evils of enforced leisure, which leaves
the mass of people at a loose end and with nothing worth while
to do, are almost as bad and might be defined as a new form of
slavery—slavery to those who lead them by the nose.2
Time.——The women contacted in the three projects find it exceedingly
difficult to have even three hours a day for recreation and leisure time
pursuits. Some work from 10 to 14 hours a day, others work from 8 to 12
hours a day and &~:few who do part—time work have only a four or five hour
work schedule. In addition to this, approximately two hours of their time
is taken up in travel to and from work. This lessens the amount of
leisure to an even greater extent.
Seventy or 46.7 per cent of the women have two one-half days off a
week, other days they work from seven in the morning until seven at
night with the exception of four who work from eight in the morning until
seven at night. Twelve or 8.0 per cent have one whole day and one—half
day off each week. Of this number eleven work eight hours a day and one
works four hours. Thirty-two or 21.3 per cent have one day Off each
1Carter G. Woodson, The Rural Negro, ~ashington, 1930), p. 87.
2Lawrence P. Jacks, Education Through Recreation, (New York &
London, 1932), p. 17.
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week which in every case is Sunday. Nine of these do part—time work and
work only a small portion of the day. Of this nine, three work four hours,
two work five hours and one works three hours.
Twenty—six or 17.3 per cent of the women have no days off and work
from 10-14 hours a day. These twenty-six women are employed in war
industries. Thirteen of them work on a changing shift schedule which
makes it difficult for them to plan to participate in any organized
leisure time activities such as clubs, etc. Ten or 6.7 per cent of the
women have two days off weekly and work from eight to ten hour~ a day.
Table 6 shows the number of hours worked according to occupation.
TABLE 6
WONEN .ARRANGED BY OCCUPATION AND NUMBER OF HOURS WORKED DAILY
Kind Number of Hoirs Worked Daily
of Total Under 4 4—6 6—8 8—10 10—12 12—14 Over 14
Occupation 150 1 5 23 106 7 4 4
Professional 4 — - 4 — — — —
Skilled 14 — — — 8 4 2 —
Laborer 4 — 3 1 — - —
Servant 123 1 5 14 95 3 2 3
Clerk 4 — - 2 2 — - —
Proprietor and Mang. 1 — — — — — — 1
Money spent.—-The greater the economic resources the stronger the
tendency to purchase ones pleasure. This applies particularly to the
people in the United States.1 Happiness and wealth are not always
synonymous, although money adds to material well being. On the other
hand some of the greatest enjoyments of life may be had for little money.2




See appendix page 49 for table 11, “J~inount of Money Spent for Recreation
According to Age Groupt1.
Eighteen women ar 12.0 per cent spent nothing. Nine or 6.0 per e~xkt
of the women spent between $.50 and $.99 per week. Sixty-six or 44.0
per cent of the women spent between $1.00 and $1.49 per week. Five or
3.3 per cent between $1.50 and $1.99 a week. Nine or 6.0 per cent spent
between $2.00 and $2.49 a week. Three or 2.0 per cent spent 42.50 — $2.99.
Twenty—four or 16.0 per cent spent $3.00 — $3.49 per week. Three or 2.0
per cent spent between $3.50 and $3.99 per week. One or .7 per cent
spent between $4.00 and $4.99 per week and eight or 6.1 per cent spent
five dollars and over per week. The highest amounts were spent per week
by the women between the ages of 18—30 and the lowest by women forty—five
and over.
The ooc~upation of the women also determined the amount of money they
spend for recreation. Table 7 shows the amount of money spent according
to occupation.
TABLE 7
MONEY SPENT ACCORDING TO OCCUPATION
Types of Occt~pation
Professional Skilled Laborer Servant
_____________ 4 14 4 123
1 — — 17
- - 11
2 61
-~ — 2 4
- 1 - 8
-~ - 1 2
— 10 1 11
— — — 3
— — — 1
— -~ — — 4






































“A significant aspect of modern recreation is the trend away from
the more simple pleasures to activities that require considerable outlay
for facilities and equipment for play.”1 This fact nay account for the
high expenditure for recreation on the part of most of the women. These.
expenditures were computed on the basis of one person as substracted from
what the family as a whole spent.2 One dollar seems like a small amount
when isolated but when that amount is spent by one member of a family of
five or six and the others spend approximately the same, such a statement
is justified and brings out the point that more money is spent for
commercial recreation rather than for participation in the programs
provided in the project. A large portion of the women included church
dues in their recreational expenditures.
Comparison of Interests and Occupations
The labour occupation of one man is often the leisure of
another. Anything that one does from cooking a dinner to
governing a state, becomes a work of art if motivated by the
passion for excellence and done as well as it can be.3
Leisure time interestswere enumerated as sewing, cooking, listening
to the radio, attending basketball games, football games, baseball games,
swimming, attending People’s College, church, clubs, crocheting, knitting,
“playing with the children”, talking, dancing, participating in strenuous
sports such as basketball, tennis and svdnning, going to dances and
parties, playing cards, writing letters, visiting, going to the movies,
1J. F. Stenier, Americans At Play, (New York, 1933), p. 11.
2Each person estimated this as his share of the family weekly
expenditure.
3L. P. Jacks, Education Through Recreation, (New York & London, 1932),
pp. 98—99. —.
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going to Washington Park in the summer, and “just setting around”, going
to the Top Hat, The Chicken Shack and the Silver Streak, going to the
Y. W. C. A., cooking and “just relaxingI~.
The Top Hat, The Chicken Shack, and the Silver Streak may be classified
as what Ernest Atweil calls Taverns. The Top Hat is a dance hail which was
formerly a night club. A weekly dance from one minute ~fter twelve on
Sunday night until four o’clock ~n Monday morning is the regular feature.
The Chicken Shack and the Silver Streak are night restaurants, selling
food and beer. These activities were listed as activities that the women
participated in, wanted to participate in, or would find restful at the
end of the work day.
The professional and manager group interests were mainly reading,
cards, movies, crocheting, knitting. Three persons, however, listed
basketball, tennis, and swimming as leisure time interests. One gave
fixing and preparing odd dishes as a leisure time hobby.
The skilled and labor groups gave such activities as dancing, reading,
cards, movies, handicraft, radio, Top Hat, and the Y. W. C. A. Most of
these are members of the industrial department of the ~, W. C. A.
The clerks and kindred workers group interests are for the most
part in dancing, cards, radio, attending football, basketball, and baseball
games.
The servant group interests were varied. All listed at least one
of the activities enumerated above. All groups gave church, although
there were five women who said they could never go to church because
they worked all day Sunday until after evening services were over.
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bnet.~ occupation, especially if he is engaged in it over a period of years,
affects the entire personality and develops, more specifically, occupational
patterns of behaviour. The intellectual and emotional reactions, attitudes
and habits, outlook upon life, social expression and mannerisms, even
physical appearance, are affected by the type of work a person ~does.
The nature of one’s occupation goes far to set the tone, pitch, and tempo
of leisure, as well as to mold personality.1
Summary.-—The occupational disttibution of the women may be grouped
into professional, 4 or 2.7 per cent, skilled, 14 or 9.3 per cent, laborer,
4 or 2.7 per cent, unskilled 123 or 80.2 per cent, clerks and kindred workers,
4 or 2.7 per cent, proprietor and managers 1 or .6 per cent. Eighty of the
123 servants are in domestic and personal service.
Approximately half of the wo~ien work from nine to twelve hours a
day and seventy have only two half days off weekly. The greater portion
of the women spend between $1.00 and $1.49 per week for recreation.
The occupations of the women do not to a great extent affect their
choice of leisure.
1Martin H. and Ester.Neumeyer, Leisure and Recreation, (New York,
1936), p. 41.
CHAPTER V ~
TEE EXPERIENCES OF RESIDENTS IN LEISURE TIME ACTIVITIES
Leisure is conditioned by the economic factors, political
organization, educational system, and community life. Under
lying these factors, and constituting the bases of them are the
geographic setting, population situation, and physical—social
environment. In fact leisure is inexorably bound up with all
phases of life. Changes in any part of our society will
inevitably produce changes in leisure.1
For this reason it will’ be necessary to determine the activities of
the women in former communities to ascertain the extent of participation
in the project community, since it was in these former communities that
their ideas, interests and extent of participation were first formed.
In Former Communities
The women were asked the question, “What led you to participate in
activities outside of the projects; previous contacts, lack of interest
in the project program, other.” One hundred and eight of the women listed
previous contacts and ~fo~rty—two listed both. They still,participate in
activities that were centered in their former communities.
These activities were for the most part, social clubs, church and
church clubs. One woman however stated, “I go to the same movie all the
time in spite of the fact that there is one near because I have always
gone to that particular movie.”
The community exercises some control on the kind and frequency of
leisure time activities and in many instances this control is so deeply
instilled that despite a change of communities these controls are still





There is a definite feeling on the part of the women that since
living in the project they have more leisure time than they formerly
had in the coimnunities from which they moved.
The greater portion of the leisure time activities in former
communities were listed a~ church, movies and activities in the home such
as reading, listening to the radio and “just relaxing”, attending football
games and basketball games as well as baseball games. Table 8 shows the
distribution of these activities as they were participated in in former
communities. In many instances the same activities were listed several
times.
TAB~E8
THE EXTENT OF PARTICIPATION IN THE PROJECT
ACTIVITIES AND IN THE ACTIVITIES OF THE
COM1VftThTITY IN WHICH TENANTS FORMERLY LIVED
In former In the
Activity Communities Projects
Church 147 138
Church clubs 91 84
Movies 78 72
Reading 86 43




Social clubs 98 98
Taverns 28 32
Initiative of Tenants in Organization
The management and staff leave the choice of leisure time pursuits
to the tenants themselves, especially is this true Of those activities
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organized among the tenants on their own initiative. Ten of the women
contacted said that they had organized clubs among their neighbors and
friends. Only one of these clubs had supervision by a paid worker.
There were however, according to the managers, several activities which
are now included in the regular agency of the Droject which were initiated
by tenants. The clubs are in nine instances social clubs and in one a
church club. There are three in the Herndon Homes, two in the Grady
Homes and five in the Eagan Homes. The facilities of the projects are used
by all the clubs, such as space, chairs, tables etc.
When questioned concerning further participation with their neighbors
the women answered “ye&’ in every case and then some said, “but there are
several things that stop me”. Some of the reasons a-e listed:
“My neighbors aren’t friendly.”
“Pin so much older, or younger than all my neighbors.”
“My neighbo±’s are not the kind of people I wish to associate with.”
“My neighbors are not interested in the same things that I’m
interested in.”
“I haven’t made many friends since I’ve been living here so I
don’t feel that I’m well enough acquainted to start anything.”
“I don’t have the. time.”
“All my friends live in another part of town.”
“I’m afraid the people down at the office might not like it.”
It seems safe to conclude that the way the family life is organized
in the projects now there is not much opportunity for l~everybody~~ to
know everybody else. Five-hund±~ed and twenty familIes in a modern
apartment type dwelling come and go and rarely have the opportunity to
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meet each other. This may account for the lack of initiative in
organizing nei~hborly groups.
Outside Interest and Participation
The outside interest and participation of the tenants showed a
very definite tedency to continue in the activities that they had
participated in before they moved into the project. The following list
shows activities and the number of individuals who are participating in


















Sitting in the park 12
Y.W.C.A. 8
The church and the church club ranked as the highest leisure time
activities outside of the project. “The churches of their race have long
served as more than places of worship. They have been centers of the
social and- cultural life of the Negro community.’~ The church clubs
1Ira Reid, In A Minor Key, ~Washington, 1940), p. 83.
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afford many pastimes such as games, handicraft and t~alking as well as
activitiesof a more religious and social nature such as singing, praying,
and raising money and visiting the sick. The main objective and activity
of all the church clubs, however, seemed to be raising money.
Movies and social clubs were next in importance. Dancing, cards,
taverns, Service Men’s Centers and attending football, basketball and
baseball games were third in importance. Sitting in the Park was listed
by twelve residents of the Eagan Homes, which are located near the
Washington Park for Negroes. The Y. W. C, A. was listed by eight women
who belong to the industrial clubs there.
Ira DeA Reid’s classification of the leisure time pursuits of Negro
youth will serve to group the activities listed by the women into two
major groups: (1) Uncontrolled and unorganized activity on the part of
cliques and passive time wasting on the part of individuals, and (2)
Commercial reo~eation activities as a cheap substitute for the lack of
socialized facilities in the Negro group.1
Thirty—two of the women, all of whom were between the ages of 18—35
gave taverns as one of their outside leisure time activities, Among
these were the Top Hat, the Silver Streak, the Chicken Shack and several
beer taverns. Ernest Atwell, director of Ner:ro Recreation Division of the
National Recreational Association, says that, ,“the taverns a’e taking their
toll which is almost inescapable due to the meagre and often total lack
of wholesome competing activities.”2 Two of the projects studied were
1lbid., p. 96.
2Ernest Atwell, “Recreation ,Among Colored Groups”, Recreation,
July, 1937, ‘p. 49l~
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adjacent to areas which offered the commercial types of entertainment
such as taverns and night clubs and it may be possible that such attraction
with its neon lights and spirit of gaiety afforded the invitation that
more wholesome and~
In the home.——The favorite pastimes that were not a part of any
organized recreational groups were listed as knitting, crocheting, sewing,
listening to the radio, visiting, “just sitting around”, playing games
such as checkers, eta, writing letters and reading. These activities












Every home visited had a radio but only ninty-three~ of the women
gave listening to the radio as a pastime. Most of the radios were playing
when the homes were visited but in many cases they merely seemed to be
considered as an accepted thing with no special emphasis on favorite
progra~ns. This may be attributed to, the fact that most of the women are
away from home the greater portion of the time and have not built up a
£~avorite, regular list of programs.
Ninety—six women listed reading as a favorite pastime. The~; extent
and nature of this reading was not determined.
Thirty—two of the women listed visiting. In spite of this small
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number who listed visiting most of the women said that they went to see
friends when they were sick and listed visiting the sick as one of the
activities in their church clubs. There was a definite tendency to
include the money spent in pursuits of these activities as well as church
dues.
Fourteen listed just sitting around. Eleven listed playing games
and writing letters. Twenty—five’listed knitting and crocheting and
ninety-eight listed sewing.
Activities such as sewing, listening to the radio, reading and doing
other creative things such as cooking tasty dishes, knitting and
crocheting have very little monetary expense involved. The income of the
women being low, it is onlynatural that these activities would be the
more logical and popular.
Summary~’——The women, because many of their habits have been formed
in the communities in which they formerly resided have found itrather
difficult and more convenient not to give up the activities in these
communities.
The largest number of women spent between $1.00 and $1.49 per week
for recreation. The women between the ages of 18—35 spend the largest
amount of money.
Most of the women spend their leisure time in the home listening to
the radio, sewing, knitting, crocheting, reading and cooking.
A large number of the younger women seek their pleasure and entertain
menn in the commercial type,.
The church has its place at the top of the list in favorite leisure
time activities. Since the church has long been the only activity that
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offered any form of leisure time activities for Negroes especially in
the areas from which these women came, it seemed only natural for them
to cling to the activities of the church.
CHAPTER VI
THE EXTENT ~AMD PARTICIPATION OF RESIDENTS IN PROGRAMS PROVIDED BY THE
PROJECTS
A list of activities which were available for the tenants’ use was
obtained from the management aides and recreation workers employed in the
three projects. The tenants were asked to check the activities in which
they particip~tod.
Types of Activities
Good neighbors - thats what happy homes, and clean comfortable
surroundings tend to make of people. And it takes good neighbors -
people with minds clear of hatred and fear, to make America strong.
These tenants now have a place and a means of relaxing their bodies
and stimulating their minds with dances, concerts and other
programs, staged right in the projects themselves.1
The activities of the projeôts~th~t are available to the tenants have
been discussed previously in Chapter III. The extent to which they
participate will be discussed. in relation to their interest and what is
provided. Table 9 shows the extent to which the women participated by
project. The same activities were liste~± several times and in many cases
not all, therefore, the table shows the frequercy with which each activity
was listed.
1





CHOICE OF ACTIVITIES IN ~E PROJECTS
Proj oct
Activity Eagan Herndon Grady
Tenants’ Association 28 31 18
Tenants’ Council 3 2 —
Block Meetin~ 12 14 12
Defense activities 12 12 14
Mothers’ clubs 8 8 6




Cooperative clubs 6 — —
Newspaper 1 2 1
Home making clubs 2 4 4
Other programs 40 34 50
Twenty—eight of the women participated in the Tenants’ Association
in the Eagan Homes~ thirty in the Herndon Homes and eighteen in the Grady
Homes.
TI~iree in Eagan and two in Herndon participated in the Tenants’
Council. None participated in the Grady Homes.
Twelve in the Eag~n and Herndon Homes ~nd fourteen in the Grady Homes
listed Block Meeting. Twelve listed defense activities in the Eagan and
Herndon and fourteen listed defense activities in the Grady. These
activities are war stamp and bond clubs and Civilian Defense Clubs. Eight
of the women listed Mothers’ Clubs in the Eagan and Herndon Homes and six
in the Grady Homes. Eighteen listed sewing classes in the Eagan and
Grady Homes and twenty—one listed attendance at Grady Homes. Three listed
dramatics at the Eagan Homes and four at the Grady Homes. None of the
women listed dramatics at the Herndon Ho~es. Two women listed
participation in sports at the Eagan Homes and four at the Grady Homes.
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Twenty-one listed the Red Cross in the Herndon Homes. Six women gave
their participation in the Cooperative Buying, Gardening and Saving
Clubs which are organized at the Eagan Homes. Two people were contacted
in the Eagan and Herndon Homes who are members of the newspaper staff
and one at the Grady Homes. Four women at the Herndon and Grady Homes
listed participation in home making clubs and two at the Grady.
Incidental programs such as dances, get-acquainted parties, civic
meetings and other programs which were open to the public seem to have
the largest amount of attendance. All of the fifty women contacted in
the Grady Homes listed some activity of this sort as the extent of their
participation. Forty of the women in the Grady Homes and thirty-four of
the women in the Herndon Homes listed these activities.
It is important to remember that some of the activities were listed
three or four times.
The Extent of Participation
There are severaJ. factors which affect the extent to which the
women participate in the activities offered namely, duties in the home,
the appeal of activities outside of the project, the correlation between
the interest of the women and the activities offered, and the community
and influence of friends.
Reasons for_participation.——The reasons given for participation in
the activities of the project were varied. Following is<~ a list of the
reasons which the women gave for participating:
“They stuck a notice under the door.”
“I was elected to be block.representative.’~
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“I just like those kind of things.”
“I was lonesome and wanted company.”
“My friends asked me to go with them.”
“My children asked me. to go.”
One hundred women gave the above reasons or similar ones. Fifty
of the women s.a~d that they had no reason or just did not participate.
Of this fifty, thirty—four did not attend anything at all and sixteen
“just go”.
These activities are highly organized and while it is a result of
the tenants’ work it seems to many of them that it is something that is
being forced on them without benefit of their suggestions. This may be
accounted for because of the lack of experience in anything but control
groups of which L. L. Bernard says:
They lack any definite organization, but practically everyone
(member) understands the essentials and facts about membership,
leadership, the scope of their activities, etc. Their main
interest almost invariably centers in the ritual of po~.ite social
intercourse, amusement, fashion, eating, entertaining and kindred
aotjvjties..,.Somewhat like these informal groups, but even more
ephemeral, although perhaps frequently possessing a more serious
purpose1 are the temporary bazarrs, pinics, receptions, dinners,
and like assemblages, designed either for pleasure or to raise
money for some cause. ‘their very transitory assemblies are
frequently, but not always organized within a “set or clique”.1
Hindrances.——The time element seems to have been a major reason
for non—participation in the project programs. Most of the women felt
that the programs were offered either at an inconvenient time during the
day or at an hour at night when they were just getting home from dinner.
The question was asked if the period of day liursery care provided
~i. L. Bernard, Introduction to Social Psychol~gy, pp. 451—52.
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by the projects made it possible for one to participate. Only one
person answered yes. This woman had a part time job which was from twelve
to four in the afternoon. Her little girl went to the nursery inthe
Grady Homes at 9:30 and remained until five. This left her mornings free.
The Grady Homes is the only one of the projects studied which maintains
a full time day nursery. The nursery is supported by Lanham Act Funds.1
The Herndon Homes has a kindergarten which operates five days a week
from 9:00 A. M. to 12:00 noon. The Eagan Homes has no nursery and no
provisions for smaller children with the exception of those
recreational programs in which they are permitted to participate.
None of the women felt, however, that the care of their children
prevented participation because of the fact that the activities came at
a time when most of the children were in bed. The majority of the
women had children who were of an age that did not make them hindrances.
Nature of Participation
The position that one holds in a group is often a deciding factor
in the way in which a person contributes to a group and the way in
which he attends gatherings of the group.
Fifty of the women who were contacted did not participate in any
of the project activities at all. Eighty—four listed their
participation as members, nine as spectators and seven listed their
participation as leaders.
The seven women were distributed as follows:
1Conferance with Mrs. ~ ~‘. Management Aide, LGrady~ Homes,





President of club 1
Newspaper staff 2
It was the concensus of opinion among the women that the offices were
held by women who were not working since they had more time for leader
ship responsibilities. Several women stated that they had been
nominated for offices in clubs and othe~’ groups but had declined because
the activities of their outside contacts and their work kept them entirely
too busy to take on any more responsibility. For the most part it seems
that the working women prefer to have their participation in group
activities in the project remain on a basis which does not involve
responsibility of any type.
Observation of Conduct and Participation in a Meeting
A meeting of the Tenants’ Council at the Grady Homes was attended.
There were fourteen members present, eight of whom were working women,
three women did not work and three men wore present. There were four
children present who had come along with their parents and they spent
most of their time in playing quietly with each other or in just sitting
and watching the adults. This meeting had no supervision from the
management. The group had been called together to discuss the election
of new officers for the Tenants’ Association and to discuss the
possibility of presenting a bill to the Association for appropriation
of a larger part of the community dollar to the staff of the newspaper
because very little money was being obtained from advertisements.
The meeting was called for eight o’clock. At quarter past eight
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they would be at least a small group with the same idea.
This was agreed upon. One lady suggested use of the secret ballot
system for the election with use of the Council members as overseers of
the balloting. Another suggested a few meetings for training in such
work and a third suggested training a group of people selected from
among the entire group. The appropriation question wasentirely forgott8n.
From this brief summary of. a meeting of the Tenants’ Council it seems
as though the tenants have not been educated in the proper use of leisure
time.
Sunmary.-—Thè extent of participation in the activities organized
in the projects is small compared to that of outside participation.
The time element, physical weariness, lack of interest and outside
participation seem to be the main reasons for a lack of participation on
the part of the women who work.
The women who do participate do so because their children are
involved, notices from the management, loneliness, influence of friends,
their position in the group or pure curiosity.
The period of day nursery care does not afford many leisure time
opportunities for the women.
The meetings and other leisure time pursuits show a lack of
~ for leisure”.1
1L. P. Jacks, Education Through Recreation, (New York & London,
1932), p. 5.
CRAPTER VII
TEE RELATIONSHIP OF PROJECT PROGR.AMS TO THE TENANTS’ HEEDS AND
INTERESTS
“Education for leisure is imperatively needed, but we go about it
in the wrong way when we give it in the foi~m of detailed instruction
as to how leisure should be spent.”1
An analysis of the recreational interest of the women studied shows
a definite trend toward the more informal type of recreation without
education, without planning or anything else that has the ear mark of
organization.
The Creative Interest
“A person whose creative faculties have been awakened will seldom
be at a loss for an enjoyable and worthwhile leisure occupation.”2 Most
of the women interviewed have not had the opportunity for a thorough
awakening of their creative interest but the response to the question of
whether or not the project programs met their needs in creative, expressional
and physical activities they all answered, no. A fact which shows that
they had not had the opportunities but are aware of the fact that such
opportunities are greatly needed. Following is a list of creative
activities which they feel will be beneficial to them in their leisure
time.












The age of the individual i~ a deciding factOr in the type of
oreetive activities which he enjoys. Table 10 shows the types of
activities desired according to age.
TABLE 10
CREATIVE INTERESTS ACCORDING TO AGE
,~ Age Range
Activities Total 18—24 25—29 30—34 35—39 40—44 45—49 50—54 55—59 60 & Over
150 21 32 28 16 11 15 10 10 7
Sewing 82 2 2 12 16 10 15 8. 10 7
Handicraft 18 9 6 3 — — — — — —
Culinary arts 28 2 14 12 — — — — — —
Developing 3 2 — 1 — — — — —
hobbies
Painting 4 . 2 - — - - — 2 — --
Sketching 11 2 9 — — — — — —
Decorating 4 2 1 — — 1 — — —
Eighty—two of the women listed sewing, eighteen gave handicraft
activities such as knitting, crocheting, fixing oddities. Twenty—eight
gave culinary arts. Eleven listed sketching, four listed paintiiig. Four
listed decorating and three listed devloping hobbies.
The women from 18—34 seemed to be more interested in activities such
as, sketching, poultry, handicraft and culinary arts. Over thirty—four
the main interest seems to be sewing. This fact may possibly be accounted
for by the exposure o.f the younger women to such activities.
The majority of the high school graduates are under thirty—five and
41
many of them may have had such opportunities in high school classes and
in clubs.
The Expressional Activities
Ernest Atwell says that, “Among groups drama has a strong appeal.
The idea of being somebody else than just plain folks beckons many in
pag~ntry and drama.’ While few clubs in one project have made some
attempts at drama there is still a dearth of drama or any other
expressional activities offered.
Twenty—fivéof the women between the,ages of 18—39 gave drama as
a desired activity in the projects. Seventeen women listed the dance as
of their major interests. All of these women were between the ages of
18—24. Only three women over forty list8d dramatics. The choice of
women between the ages of 40—40 and over was music, group singing, concerts
and glee clubs organized for the purpose of pure enjoyment seemed to rank
high among the women. “Then surely music’s golden tongue will bring ever—
increasing job and solace to the weary and the bewildered.”2
Physical Activities
Perhaps, because of a better knowledge of physical activities the
women expressed a desire for sports. Eighty of the women gave sports as
as interest at the end of a working day. These were expressed in terms
~Ernest Atwell, “Recreation Among Colored Groups,” Recreation, July,
1937), pp. 491—4.
2Sidney Dark, After Working Hours, (London, 1929), p. 193.
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of basketball, tennis, swimming, dances, softball, ping pong, bicycle
clubs, hiking clubs, bowling and golf. The following list shows the
number of women in each project who are interested in the activities.
Activity Herndon Eagan Grady
Dances 32 26 24
Basketball 21 26 24
Swimming 24 20 18
Softball 22 19 13
Ping pong 18 12 .14
Bicycle o1ubs~ 14 12 12
Hiking clubs - 12 12 11
Bowling 10 11 11
Golf 8 — b
“The widespread interest of the public in games and sports has made
this type of recreation a very lucrative one for those in exploiting it
for financial gain.”~ Many of the women felt they would enjoy participating
in activities of a physical nature in the project becRuse that would
avoid exorbitant prices that they would have to pay in order to enjoy
these activities. With the possible exception of golf all of these
activities could be provided for within the project or arranged for in
other agencies through the management office.
Activities~Grady Homes are located in an
area which is convenient to the Y. M. C. A., the Y. W. C. A., and a
1Jessie F. Steiner, .Americans At Play, (New York, 1933), p. 103.
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bowling alley. The Y. M. C. A. offers certain of its equipment to women.
This equipment includes the swimming pool and the gymnasium. The Y. W. C. A.
offers activities of a handicraft nature, club activities, and expressional
activities.
The Herndon Homes are locateclin an area which is rather distant and
inconvenient from t~ie focal point of leisure time activities and could
therefore seek to dev&1~op more activities for the women.
The Eagan Homes are in an area which offers both cultural, and
recreational opportunities. The Atlanta University Peoples’ College offers
courses in painting, sewing, handicraft and other creative activities.
The Washington Park swimming pool, and tennis courts, baseball diamond are
but a short distance from the project. The 3Vlorehouse College Gymnasium
while it has not heretofore been frequented by ether than the college
group might be a possibility for basketball and other indoor sports.
The problem does not seem to be one of a lack of resources but a lack
~of knowledge on the part of the tenants as to these resources. In a
study made by Leona Cain of the method of interpa~etation of -ten social
agencies it was found that there was a definite need for more intensive
interpretation.’ This seems to be the problem of the projects in
interpreting their own resources and the resources of com~unity agencies;
Effectiveness of Program
The tenants of the projects, according to the Atlanta Housing
‘Leona B. Cain, “Method of Interpretation Used by Ten Atlanta
Social Agencies Working with Negroes,” Unpublished Masters Thesis,
Atlanta School of Social Work, 1940.
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Authority, have found recreational and educational opportunities far
superior to any they have encountered elsewhere.1 This fact is true in
all probability when the social and economic status of the families has
been taken into consideration. There is evidence, however, that much
needs to be done in further interpretation to the tenants of their
activities.
One of the goals of group work is to initiate and promote leadership.2
From the replies of the one hundred and fifty women contacted not much
has been done in this area.. The women who have not been educated into
the possibilities of spending their leisure time profitably have a
noticeable lack of initiative and leadership abilities among them. Many
expressed the desire to “do something” but were hampered by feelings of
insçcurity and false modesty.
There is a possibility that their interests have not been met by the
activities of the project, therefore, many latent abilities are mer~ly
awaiting some stimulation that will cause them to become real and living.
Only four of the women designated their participation in the
activities as that of a leader and a comparatively small number gave an
indication of participation of any type.
Summary.-—The major creative interests of the women are sewing,
handicraft, culinary arts, developing hobbies, painting, sketching and
decorating. Their expressional activities are for the most part
concerned with the dance, drama and music of a group nature, such as
1Atlanta Housing Authority. Third Annual Report, ttHealth, Homes
and Happiness, (Atlanta, 1940).
2Henry M. Busch, Leadership in Group Work, (New York, 1934), p. 3.
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group singing and glee clubs. These are preferred by older women.
The younger women from 18—35 enjoy sports and physical activity in
which they may participate such as basketball, tennis, swimming, bowling,
dancing, bicycling, softball, hiking, ping pong and golf.
The tenants seem to be unaware of their resources for thesg
activities both in the projects and in the communities surrounding the
projects.
More interpretation seems to be needed. The effectiveness of the




In interviewing the one hundred and fifty women who reside in the
three projects the following factors were discovered;
1. The largest number of working women ~r~e ~.raarried and~ 1~& with
2. The greater proportion of the women is married and live with
their husbands.
3. There are numerous educational and recreational facilities
available in the three projects, but therç is not enough interpretation
done to make the value of these activities known.
4. The majority of the women are employed in unskilled jobs which
are of such a confining nature that little time and energy for leisure
are left.
5. The data -show that most of the women still participate in
the activities that they participated in in former communities.
6. The church and movie seem to occupy the greatest amount of
leisure time of the women.
7. The project recreational staffs are organized in a manner
which makes it exceedingly difficult to cover all of the groups that
are in need of a supervised recreational program.
8. The day care program provided in the Eagan and Herndon Homes
while beneficial during working hours are closed at the time when leisure
activities are ordinarily participated in.
9. The majority of the women spend between *1.00 and $1.49 per
week for recreation, including church expenditures. The amount spent
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seems to be governed by the salaries. The professional, skilled and
laborer groups tend to spend more in proportion than the other groups.
10. Those women whose occupations are classified as skilled and
professional spend more for recreation than any other group.
11. There is a definite lack of initiative as well as interest
on the part of adult working women in the three Drojects.
12. The women tend to have more of an interest in outside
activities in the area of the projects and in former communities than in
the project programs.
13. The Tenants’ Associations seem to have a much smaller area of
responsibility than seems necessary for effective functioning of the
project program. They are, however, the crux of the organizational
procedure in the projects. The Tenants’ Association could well be
reorganized after a pattern presented in a lecture by Miss Frankie V.
Adams. (See appendix page 51 ).
There is a possibility that more work needs to be done with
the women between the ages of 18—35, with more concentration on the
physical activities which that group seems to enjoy.
Y. W. C. A. ‘s everywhere are experimenting with the “Snack Bar”
idea as a gathering place for teen age groups. The frequency with which
the working women, single and married, in the lower age group list
taverns as a means of ont~rtainment makes it seem possible that some such
activity as the Y. W. C. A.’s sponsor might prove beneficial as a part
of the project program.
The importance of working with natural groups in so far as possible
might be a means of making the activities of the projects more appealing
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50-54 55—59 Over 60 Per Cent
10 10 7 100.0
~ T 12.0
4 2 1 6.0
1 4 2 44.0
— 1 — 3.2
— — 1 6.0
1 — — 2.0
— - — 16.0
— — - 2.0
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— — — 2.0
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